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EDUCATION AND SKILLS COMMITTEE 

Minister for Childcare and Early Years T3.40 
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

Direct Tel: 0131 348 5222 
Fax: 0131 348 5600 

 es.committee@parliament.scot 
  
By email 7 October 2016 
 
Dear Mark 
  
Thank you for your letter of 4th October providing a breakdown of local authority 
spending on the provision of free childcare. I pursued issues arising from this letter 
with Councillor Stephanie Primrose from COSLA at the start of the Committee 
meeting on 5th October. The Committee then agreed to write to COSLA for further 
clarification on this matter. 
  
The Committee also agreed that I should write to you in relation to the intention to 
employ an additional 20,000 staff by 2020 to deliver early learning and childcare 
(referred to in the evidence session as 18,000). The Committee would appreciate as 
much detail as you can provide on how this figure of 20,000 was calculated.  
  

For reference, the challenge of achieving this figure was discussed by witnesses 
alongside other issues relating to workforce planning, including:  
  

 the timing of availability of college courses to train additional staff,  

 the need for provision of such courses to suit those unable to train on a full 
time basis,  

 the hesitancy of childminding organisations to recruit in the absence of 
certainty that local authorities will use them for free childcare provision,  

 the extent to which people will be incentivised to work in childcare given the 
challenges of self-employment in childminding and also concerns that high 
proportions of staff in partner settings are paid less than the Living Wage 
(£8.25 an hour) 
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You may wish to refer to the Official Report of the meeting when it is available on 
10th October for more detail on these points before responding. 
  
Finally, you may wish to note that the Committee also asked for a number of other 
useful pieces of supplementary information from witnesses, including details of the 
correlation between local authority underspends and low uptake of childminding as a 
means of providing free childcare by authorities. This information will be provided by 
the Scottish Childminding Association and may be of interest to you. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
JAMES DORNAN MSP 
CONVENER 


